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Withdrawal of NDB Procedures 

Following the Notice as contained in AIC 25.11 dated 30 May 2013, support for NDBs ended on 31 

December 2020. It follows that the publication of NDB flight procedures cannot continue where the 

support for the related beacons has ceased. This means that flight procedures that are older than 5 years 

and are based on NDBs must be withdrawn. The charts will be withdrawn from the Aeronautical 

Information publication (AIP) in the next available AIP Amendment cycle being AIP Amendment 1/22 

dated 15 January 2022. The following charts are withdrawn as listed below: 

 

The following charts are withdrawn as listed below:  

 FABM NDB-01 NDB-A RWY  

 FAHS NDB 01 NDB RWY 36  

 FALW NDB 01 NDB DME RWY 34 

  FAMJ NDB 01 BREAKCLOUD NDB RWY 14  

 FAOB NDB 01 NDB DME RWY 17 

 FAOB NDB 02 NDB RWY 17  

 FAOB NDB 03 NDB DME RWY 35  

 FAOB NDB 04 NDB RWY 35  

 FAPF NDB 01 BREAKCLOUD NDB RWY 15  

 FAPM NDB 01 NDB RWY 16 

 FAPM NDB 02 NDB RWY 34  

 FAPG NDB 01 BREAKCLOUD NDB RWY 30  

 FATT NDB 01 BREAKCLOUD NDB RWY 22  

 FATZ NDB 01 BREAKCLOUD NDB RWY 24  

 FAUL NDB 01 BREAKCLOUD NDB DME RWY 05  

 FAUL NDB 02 BREAKCLOUD NDB DME RWY 23  

 FAUL NDB 03 BREAKCLOUD NDB RWY 23  

 FAVM NDB 01 BREAKCLOUD NDB RWY 08 

 FAVV NDB 01 BREAKCLOUD NDB RWY 03 

REF: AIP AD GEN 0.4 GEN 3 
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CALLSIGN PREFIXES & SUFFIXES   

Two callsign suffixes have changed recently.  “Halo” and “Mercy” have changed to “Hospital” and 
“Medevac”.  Please see the AIC below: 

 

AIRAC AIP  

SUPPLEMENT  

S031/21  

09 SEPTEMBER 2021 

  

Validity period:  PERM  

  

Changes from SA AIP ENR 1.8 indicated with -    |  

  

1. The following section replaces ENR 1.8 subsection 7 - Callsign Appendices to annotate special handling 
requirements by ATC, as currently contained in the AIP.  

  

7 Callsign Appendices to annotate special handling requirements by ATC.  

  

Certain flights require specialised handling by Air Traffic Controllers to ensure optimum processing of the 
flight within the Air Traffic Management system. By using certain callsign appendices, the Air Traffic 
Controller is more aware of the type of flight and applicable service that should be provided to such 
flight. The use of the callsign appendix does not preclude the flight crew from completing normal 
notification on the Flight Plan and all required annotations that a flight requires special handling should 
still be made on the Flight Plan when this is filed before a flight. The use of the callsign appendix is an 
additional reminder of the requirement for special handling and in line with international best practice, 
flight crews should use the following callsign appendices when they wish to denote that the flight 
requires special handling.  

  

Only the flight crew will use the callsign appendix and the ATC Unit handling the flight will not repeat the 
appendix of the callsign when issuing instructions to the flight.  

  

The callsign appendix only needs to be used by the flight crew on first contact with the relevant ATC 
Sector.  

  

a)  Wake Turbulence  

 Heavy Wake Turbulence  

Aircraft categorised as Heavy require additional spacing in front of other aircraft of lesser wake 
turbulence and incorrect spacing of a lighter aircraft behind a Heavy aircraft may result in the lighter 
aircraft encountering the wake turbulence of the heavy aircraft and being placed in danger.  

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Heavy  Suffix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
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Flight crews of Heavy wake turbulence aircraft 
should use the suffix “Heavy” on first contact 
with the following sectors: Clearance Delivery, 
Ground, Tower, Approach.   
It is not necessary to use the suffix with 
enroute/area sectors, as no additional spacing is 
required in these sectors.  

ATC shall ensure that the correct departure, taxi 
route and runway allocations are issued to such 
aircraft.  
ATC shall also ensure that all following aircraft of 
lesser wake turbulence are adequately separated 
by the prescribed wake turbulence minima.  

Example  Tower, Airline326 Heavy.   

Super Heavy Wake Turbulence  

Aircraft categorised as Super Heavy require additional spacing in front of other aircraft of lesser wake 
turbulence and incorrect spacing of a lighter aircraft behind a Super Heavy aircraft may result in the 
lighter aircraft encountering the wake turbulence of the heavy aircraft and being placed in danger.  

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Super  Suffix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
Flight crews of Super Heavy wake turbulence 
aircraft should use the suffix “Super” on first 
contact with the following sectors: Clearance 
Delivery, Ground, Tower, Approach.   
It is not necessary to use the suffix with 
enroute/area sectors, as no additional spacing is 
required in these sectors.  

ATC shall ensure that the correct departure, taxi 
route and runway allocations are issued to such 
aircraft.  
ATC shall also ensure that all following aircraft of 
lesser wake turbulence are adequately separated 
by the prescribed wake turbulence minima.  

Example  Tower, Airline992 Super.   

b)  Medical Flights 
 | Hospital Flights  

A Hospital flight is a medical flight that requires preferential routing, but can be subjected to a short 
delay provided that the delay is less than 10 minutes maximum. Usually an operator may use the 
callsign suffix Hospital when being dispatched to pick up a patient on a long route sector and the 
patient is not yet on board. The suffix may also be used when the patient is on board but not critical. 
However, flight crews are unable to determine the status of the patient unless a medical doctor on 
board has notified them of the patient’s condition and is able to remain in direct contact with the 
flight crew. Hospital flights shall be annotated as STS/HOSP in field 18 of the Flight Plan.   
The purpose of the differentiation between Hospital and Medevac is that a controller shall still 
provide the Hospital flight with priority, but will not necessarily re-route other traffic that is marginally 
ahead or provides for a better sequence for a Hospital flight. A Hospital flight shall not normally be 
delayed for longer than 10 minutes maximum in holding.   
A Hospital flight may be upgraded to a Medevac flight at any stage in flight should the flight crew be 
advised that the patient’s status is such that preferential treatment is needed.  

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Hospital  Suffix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
Flight crews of Medical flights which require 
priority handling but where a minimal delay can 
be accepted without having to re-route other 
aircraft shall use the prefix Hospital on first 
contact with all ATC Sectors.  
  
The term Hospital should not be used for ferry, 
test, training or positioning flights where there is 
no medical response needed.  

ATC shall ensure that all Hospital flights receive 
the utmost priority, but shall not be required to 
re-route or position a Hospital flight ahead of 
another flight that may be marginally ahead or 
better positioned for the applicable sequence.  
  
A Hospital flight should not be delayed by more 
than 10 minutes as far as practical and if the delay 
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is more than 10 minutes the flight crew shall 
immediately be advised thereof.  

Example  Approach, Airline574 Hospital.   

  

| Medevac Flights  

A Medevac flight is a medical flight that requires preferential routing where no or minimal delay can 
be accepted due to the critical nature of the patient either on board or at the destination that the 
flight is routing to. Typically, the only time Medevac would be used by medical flights where no 
patient is on board is when responding to an accident scene or a case (in the case of EMS Helicopters 
or similar) or where a quick evacuation of the patient is required at the destination.  
Medevac flights require the highest level of preferential treatment and if necessary shall require other 
flights to be held or re-routed to ensure that no or minimal delay is afforded to the Medevac flight.  
Medevac flights shall be annotated as STS/MEDEVAC in field 18 of the Flight Plan.   

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Medevac  Suffix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
Flight crews of medical flights that require 
priority handling where no or minimal delay can 
be accepted due to the critical nature of the 
patient on board shall use the prefix Medevac on 
first contact with all ATC Sectors.  
  
The Term Medevac should preferably only be 
used with a patient on board unless the flight is 
responding to an accident scene (i.e. EMS  
Helicopter) or the patient requires a quick 
evacuation from the destination aerodrome. In 
most other cases the term Hospital should be 
used when no patient is on board and the flight 
may be subjected to minor delays in sequencing.  
  
The Term Medevac should not be used for ferry, 
test, training or positioning flights where no 
medical response is needed.  

ATC shall ensure that all Medevac flights receive 
the utmost priority and if necessary require other 
aircraft to be re-routed or held to accommodate 
the  
Medevac flight.  
  
A Medevac flight should not be delayed as far as 
practical and if a delay is inevitable the flight crew 
shall immediately be advised thereof.  

Example  Area, Airline786 Medevac.   

 c)  Training Flights  
 Student Flights  

A Student flight is a flight where an ab-initio student pilot is receiving flight instruction for a PPL. The 
prefix Student would be used by pilots holding a Student Pilot License only and not for pilots receiving 
conversion or higher training once having obtained a PPL.  

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Student  Prefix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
Student pilots shall use the prefix Student on first 
contact with an ATC Sector to denote that ab-
initio student training is occurring on the flight.  

ATC shall be aware that the flight has an ab-initio 
student on board and where applicable shall 
provide progressive instructions or clearances.  
  

Example  Tower, Student ZS-ABC.   
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Solo Student Flights  

A Solo Student flight is a flight where an ab-initio Student pilot has been sent solo in preparation for 
obtaining a PPL and is doing solo circuits or GF work whilst still holding a Student Pilot Licence.   
The prefix Solo Student would only be used by pilots holding a Student Pilot Licence and not for pilots 
receiving conversion or higher training once having obtained a PPL.  

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Solo - Student  Prefix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
Solo student pilots shall use the prefix Solo 
Student on first contact with an ATC Sector to 
denote that a Solo Student flight is occurring.  

ATC shall be aware that the flight has a student 
on board and where applicable shall provide 
progressive instructions or clearances.  
  

Example  Tower, Solo Student ZS-ABC.   

 d)  Flights that have special Manoeuvring Characteristics  
 Helicopters  

A Helicopter is by nature more manoeuvrable than aeroplanes; as such a helicopter can be requested 
to route at speeds and on routes not normally possible for fixed wing aircraft. Helicopters also have 
different VFR minima from aeroplanes and thus may be accommodated at lower minima than 
aeroplane traffic.   

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Helicopter  Prefix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
A helicopter pilot should consider using the prefix 
Helicopter on first contact with an ATC Sector to 
denote that the flight is being undertaken in a 
helicopter. This prefix is especially useful when 
the registration marking does not make it easily 
discernible that the aircraft is a helicopter (i.e. 
suffix not starting with H or R).  

ATC shall provide routing and clearances as 
applicable to helicopter traffic.  
  

Example  Tower, Helicopter ZS-RBH.   

  

Gliders  

A glider is by nature less manoeuvrable than an aeroplane due to the fact that a glider cannot usually 
maintain an altitude for a sustained period of time. Gliders also have larger than normal wingspans 
and require special ground handling.  

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Glider  Prefix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
A glider pilot should consider using the prefix 
Glider on first contact with an ATC Sector or 
when broadcasting on a TIBA frequency to 
denote that the flight is being undertaken in a 
glider. This prefix is especially useful when the 
registration marking does not make it easily 
discernible that the aircraft is a glider (i.e. suffix 
not starting with G)  

ATC shall provide routing and clearances as 
applicable to glider traffic bearing in mind that a 
glider may not be able to be maintain  an altitude 
and that the glider may have to commence a 
number of turns whilst thermalling to gain 
altitude.  
  

Example  Information, Glider ZS-GEL.   
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Motor Gliders  

A motor glider may be as manoeuvrable as an aeroplane. However, the motor may not always be 
deployed on the glider and then the aircraft will perform similarly to a normal glider. Some motorised 
gliders have retractable power plant that, when switched off, normally fold away either into the nose 
cone or the fuselage of the aircraft. With the engine retracted, the aircraft performs like a 
conventional glider and may not be able to maintain an altitude for a sustained period of time. Should 
the pilot need to deploy the engine again, the deployment and restart time may vary depending on 
glider type.   

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Motor Glider  Prefix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
A motor glider pilot should consider using the 
prefix Motor Glider on first contact with an ATC 
Sector or when broadcasting on a TIBA Frequency 
to denote that the flight is being undertaken in a 
motor glider.  

ATC shall provide routing and clearances as 
applicable to glider traffic, bearing in mind that a 
glider may not be able to maintain an altitude 
and that the glider may have to commence a 
number of turns whilst thermalling to gain 
altitude.  
  

Example  Information, Motor Glider ZS-GHC.   

  

Hot Air Balloons  

A hot air balloon is by nature less manoeuvrable than an aeroplane due to the fact that a balloon 
cannot usually control the direction of flight that it is moving in. The balloon pilot may be able to 
climb or descend. However, these commands may take considerable time, depending on the altitude 
they are required to reach. Balloons also require special ground handling.  

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Balloon  Prefix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
A hot air balloon pilot should consider using the 
prefix Balloon on first contact with an ATC Sector 
or when broadcasting on a TIBA Frequency to 
denote that the flight is being undertaken in a 
balloon.   

ATC shall provide routing and clearances as 
applicable to balloon traffic, bearing in mind that 
the direction of flight cannot be directly 
controlled by the pilot and is subject to wind and 
air movement.   
  

Example  Tower, Balloon ZS-BAL.   

  

Airships  

An Airship is by nature less manoeuvrable than an aeroplane due to the fact that the airship operates 
at slower speeds than aeroplanes. The turning radius of an airship also differs vastly from that of an 
aeroplane. Although airships are more manoeuvrable than hot air balloons as they have full flight 
controls, they operate at speeds typically slower than most aeroplanes. Airships also usually require 
special ground handling.  

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Airship  Prefix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
An airship pilot should consider using the prefix 
Airship on first contact with an ATC Sector or 
when broadcasting on a TIBA Frequency to 
denote that the flight is being undertaken in an 
airship.   

ATC shall provide routing and clearances as 
applicable to airship traffic bearing in mind that 
the speed and manoeuvrability of an airship 
differs from that of aeroplanes.  
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Example  Tower, Airship ZS-ZBC.   

e)  Emergency Traffic  

 Mayday  

Usually when an aircraft declares an Emergency the radio transmission is started with the words 
Mayday, Mayday, Mayday. However, an aircraft that has been transferred from one frequency to 
another whilst still under the state of emergency should re-iterate that state that the aircraft has 
declared on first contact with each additional ATC Sector. Although ATCs are required to co-ordinate 
the emergency state prior to handover, the additional use also assists in allowing Emergency services 
and other traffic to identify the traffic requiring priority handling.  

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Mayday  Suffix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
A Flight Crew that has declared an emergency 
shall on first contact with each new ATC Sector 
after declaring such, use the suffix Mayday with 
the callsign  

ATC shall provide preferential routing and alerting 
services as required for the type of Emergency 
being experienced. Other traffic should be re-
routed or held to accommodate the emergency 
traffic as far as practical.  
  

Example  Approach, ZS-SEM Mayday...   

  

Pan  

Usually when an aircraft declares a State of Urgency the radio transmission is started with the words 
Pan, Pan, Pan. However, an aircraft that has been transferred from one frequency to another whilst 
still under the state of urgency should re-iterate that state that the aircraft has declared on first 
contact with each additional ATC Sector. Although ATCs are required to co-ordinate the Urgency state 
prior to hand over the additional use also assists in allowing Emergency services and other traffic to 
identify the traffic requiring priority handling.  

Callsign Appendix (Prefix or Suffix)  Pan  Suffix  

Flight Crew Actions  ATC Actions  
A Flight Crew that has declared a state of 
Urgency shall on first contact with each new ATC 
Sector after declaring such, use the suffix Pan 
with the callsign  

ATC shall provide preferential routing and alerting 
services as required for the type of Emergency 
being experienced. Other traffic should be re-
routed or held to accommodate the emergency 
traffic as far as practical.  
  

Example  Approach, ZS-WMN Pan...   
   

REF: ENR 1.8  

  

  

 

 

  

 

30 May brought a hungry gaggle of visitors in three 

aircraft on an adventure flying the coastline (mostly) 

of South Africa.  They were treated to Pmb Aero Club 

hospitality, (left-over breyani from a function the 

night before.  They loved it.  When are our members 

going on a fly-about? 
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TAKE TO THE SKIES 

In spite of the challenges the last two years have tossed at us, we                                                                                      have 

had a good year at Pmb Aero Club to date!  

Some interesting facts: 

So far, we are on 20 months and 4,94 million deaths which represents  

0,06% of the world population.  0,2% of people who get the virus, die from it.  

The Spanish flu in 1918 killed between 1% to 2,5% of the world population,  

one source says it could have been as high as 5%. This was after WWI, and  

deaths were higher from Spanish Flu than the deaths from the War 

itself!   The Black Plague killed between 19% to 51% of the European                 

population in the 1400’s. 

According the WEF and UN this “pandemic” is an opportunity to accelerate  Agenda 2030 to transform society… we will 

own nothing but be happy.  Not much chance of us giving up our aeroplanes, methinks! Apparently, the UN plans to 

become a Global Government? Time will tell. 

On Friday Oct 18, 2019, months before the pandemic was declared, a meeting was held at the Pierre Hotel in New York 

City for a select group of about 130 VIP guests, including politicians, and the world’s most respected medics and 

pharmacists. The purpose of the meeting was to simulate the possible scenarios in the event of a global pandemic.  Is 

this a co-incidence?  For this simulation, the sars virus was used as an example. (SARS includes Corona). It assumed an 

18-month spread and Global deaths of 65 million. This meeting was called Event 201 and was organised by the WEF, the 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the John Hopkins Institute.  https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/event201  

The German Robert Koch Institut, (closely linked to WHO and funded by Bill Gates), ran a similar simulation in 2012.  

They assumed the Coronavirus.  They assumed it would spread from a south east Asian food market from animal to 

human. Quite a coincidence on our initial info.  This simulation covers three years, with lockdowns and destroyed 

economies, riots, protests and vaccines.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNg3Vnfu4Pk  
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 Celebrating their brand new shiny PPLs with Gavin 

Barry (middle) 

Wayne Thompson -  ZU-SAA - 27-05-2021 (left) 

David van Rooyen - ZU-WES - 28-05-2021 (right) 

 (left to right) After the Test     

Instructor – Dylan Hatting,  Wayne 

Thompson, & CFI Telani Lithgow. 

Pandemic of Events  

FIRST SOLO!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

BRAND NEW PPLs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barry Cromhout 

ZU-SAA 

24/06/2021 

Penny Jenkins 

ZS-KNI 

30/07/2021 

Richard Goble 

ZU-SAA 

17/05/2021 

Bryan Berkeljon   

      ZU-SAA 

    12/06/2021 
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SPOT LANDING CHALLENGE - May 

On Sunday, 23 May, we held our annual Spot Landing Competition at our Airport.  The cover for this 

Telstar is a drawing by Liam Berkeljon, aged eight.  Notice how accurate his depiction is of aircraft that 

took part! No bets as to whether or not he will become a pilot. 

A very big thank you is due to all the Members who stepped up to handle the Spot Landing Challenge 

when Telani, (our CFI), had to leave a few days before the event due to her father’s unexpected passing.  

Thank you to Gavin Barry who put together a WhatsApp group for all the entrants, and kept everyone 

very well informed.  Thank you to our Committee Members Lucio Santoro, Adam Winter, Johan Riekert 

and to friends David Somerville, who all stepped up. A big thank you to Curtis Mutambo, (who, although 

he works for the Club, always goes above and beyond, and is just always there with a helping hand and a 

big friendly smile). Thank you to Dylan Hatting (Instructor).   

A very big thank you to those that participated in the spot landing competition.  

 

This challenge, though always fun, is a rare opportunity for skill building in landing accuracy.  They take a 

lot of red tape to organise.  If you haven’t already participated, make an effort to do so, even if you do not 

win, the experience is more than worth it. 
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 The results are as follows: 

 

1st Mike Agnew-260 points ZS-XYZ 

2nd Noel McDonogh-210 points ZU-LAE 

3rd Craig Lang-200 points ZU-IMX 

 

Lucio Santoro-180 points ZS-CPU 

Wayne Thompson-170 points ZU-SAA 

Brian Berklejon-170 points ZU-SAA 

Johan Riekert-160 points ZS-CPU  

Jorrie Jordaan-150 points ZU-FUZ 

Gary Borchard- 150 points ZU-EPO 

Jason Van Schalkwyk-140 points ZS-LLV 

Mark Warren-80 points ZU-TRG 

Frans Gerber-80 points ZU-CAM 

David Van Rooyen-40 points ZU-SAA 

Kyle Bezuidenhout-60 points ZU-SAA 

Brian Hawksworth-20 points ZS-KEL 

 

This year, for the first time, we ties in with “Alliance 

Française” celebrating the French Connection as our 

event co-incided with French Week, when the The 

22-year-old Prince Imperial of France, Eugene Louis 

Jean Joseph Napoleon, who studied in England at the Royal Military Academy and joined the British 

forces, was killed in the Anglo-Zulu War when he and a British 

reconnaissance party were attacked by about forty Zulus in the vicinity of 

Itelezi Mountain and Ityotyozi River in Zululand. The prince's horse, "Fate", 

bolted and the prince, in attempting to mount his fleeing horse tripped and 

fell and was speared to death. A memorial, now a historical monument, was 

erected to him by Queen Victoria at the place where he had been killed.  

  

Left to right: 

Philip Awezaye, 

President of the 

Alliance 

Française, PMB, 

Mike Agnew, 

and Bianca 

Santoro. 

  

Noel Mc 

Donough    

(middle)  and 

WoW Team                      

from   

Umkomaas 

Top: Craig Lang from Flying Frontiers, (and 

daughter), Bianca Santoro and Gavin Barry. 
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A FESTIVE DAY WITH BREAKFAST 

& BARISTA COFFEE, 

A FRENCH BAKERY 

The PRE-FLIGHT BRIEFING 

SOME SPECTATORS 
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We even had Can-Can girls! 

…and miss 

…a hit (100) 

the workforce 

more spectators 

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!  
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KZN – the land of fish and snow: 

 

Meanwhile, On 16 June at Virginia Airport… 

 

2 June on the South Coast: 

And inland on the same day: 
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SCAVENGER HUNT AIR RALLY - June 

The Scavenger Hunt Air Rally challenge was accepted by 16 brave contestants in 8 teams of 

Navigator/Pilot, who had no idea what they were in for!  It was held on a sunny Sunday, 13 June, 

beginning at 9am, and lunch was the result of a stiff potjie competition between three contestants, but 

more about that later… 

 

The entire event hinged around the Monitors.  We had 

three, Dee van Dyk, who manned the Richmond Strip, David 

van Rooyen, who manned Light Flight and Stephanie 

Schutte, who manned Baynesfield.  A HUGE thank you to 

them all!!  

 

Each Monitor had two envelopes and something else for the contestants to collect, should they get the 

correct clue.  

 

Contestants nominated their ground speed, and were given 10 minutes at each stop to figure out the next 

clues, ie what to collect and where to fly to next.  If they chose the WRONG clue, they were given a 

lat/long that brought them straight back to Pmb Airport.  

 

They would only win the pot (the collective entry fees @ R500 per aircraft), IF they exited the runway 

within 1 minute of their allotted time AND had in their 

possession ALL their scavenged items, unconsumed. (Having 

all the items was proof they interpreted every clue 

correctly).  GPS’s were allowed.  The start times were 

staggered. 

 

Cryptic CLUES 

At each away airfield the contestants were offered two 

clues.  They could choose only ONE of these! 

 

At Pmb Aero Club, each team was given a box with the first 

clue, and a list of local airfield information covering a lot of 

KZN.   

This was the first Clue… can you decipher it? 

 

  Dee               David       Stephanie 
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[ Clue SET #1] 

Your clues be TWO  

Your paths divide 

Can you find out where we hide? 

Fly true, think smart and pick the Clue 

To take you on the hunt we drew 

Find a token at each spot 

Keep it safe to win the lot 

 

Clue 1 

What starts with and E, ends with an E, and has  

only one letter? 

 

Clue 2 

First three letters of a leaf you use in stews, the last three but one letters of a mystical monster in 

Scotland, and a place where cows graze.  

 

The answer to Clue #1 

Eventually everyone figured out they had to fly to Baynesfield.  At Baynesfield, they were given a packet 

of biltong for their Scavenger Box. They were also offered two choices, an envelope and a folded piece of 

paper.  They had to choose the correct clue from these. 

If they chose the EnvelopE, they received the correct clue… 

 

[ Clue SET #2] 

 

Clue 1  

What comes once in a minute, twice in a moment and never in a thousand years?  

 

Clue 2 What’s missing from Donald’s?  Who pairs up with Barbie? 

We fly according to which time zone – first letter – and finish with 

the abbreviation for “that is”.  Where are you going?  

 

If they got it right, they flew to Richmond/Mackenzie Strip and 

chose the envelope with the “M” and not the clock face. 
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[ Clue SET #3] 

 

Clue 1 

Roses are Red, Violets are Blue 

That’s what they say, but it just isn’t true 

Some roses are red, and some apples are too 

But violets are violet. Violets aren’t blue. 

An orange is orange, but Greenland’s not green 

And a pinkie’s not pink, so what does it mean? 

To call something blue when it’s not, we defile it 

But ah, what the heck, it’s hard to rhyme “violet” 

If you made it this far, we are rather impressed 

Add an orange to your box, no time to rest. 

 

Clue 2 

If it’s not dark then it is ___________ 

Especially when it’s not at night. 

The camber if this strip is slight  

The grass not only green, but bright 

And thanks to brothers both named Wright 

We have the power we call ____________ 

Put these words one then another 

And surely you will soon uncover 

Your destination and your clue  

To bring you to your next breakthrough 

 

Clue 3 

What month of the year has 28 days? 

Now they had to add an orange to the 

 Scavenger Box, and head off to Light Flight,  

 and at the destination,  

select the envelope marked  

“all of them” 

 And NOT 

 the one marked “February” ! 
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[ Clue SET #4]  

Clue 1  

When given a choice – take both 

Then ask for more… 

 

Clue 2 

The hunt is hot 

The chase is cold 

You made a choice,  

That was quite bold.  

Plot your route  

Find this spot 

29°38′48″S 30°23′54″E 

Here it’s revealed just what you got…  

 

…and of course, this final Clue brought the 

contestants home, but before they came, they 

were offered either two little boxes of Smarties, OR two little Bar One’s, and were given a bottle of 

water… With the correct clue, they should have chosen BOTH the smarties AND Bar Ones…   

 

Now I was not expecting a winner.  I was hoping that anyone 

collecting the items would sample them en-route… but no 

one did! Our first contestant returned, perfectly on time, but 

without ALL the Scavenger items. Two teams only made it as 

far as the first stop. To my immense surprise, we did have a 

winner!  A team who arrived within one minute of their 

allotted time with ALL their scavenger items! 

Congratulations to the Berkeljon/van Schalkwyk team (and 

their two boys) who got it ALL right in a Maule ZS-LLV with a 

nominated ground speed of 100 knots! 

 

A very big thank you to  Russel Smith at Baynesfield; Stuart 

MacKenzie  at Richmond/ MacKenzies and Geoff Dyer at 

Light Flight,  who graciously let us use their airstrips for our hunt. 
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Contestants were Aircraft/ Pilot/Navigator: 

ZS-LKI/ Mike Agnew/ Justin Janas | ZS-LLV/ Jayson van Schalkwyk/ Bryan Berkeljon /(and sons) | 

ZS-SAA/ Barry Cromhout/ Dylan Hatting |ZS-LPP/ Michele Steijl/ Clint Frost 

ZS-KEL/ Bryan Hawkesworth/ Guy Rider |ZS-CPU/ Johan Riekert/ Lucio Santoro 

ZU-INT/ Chris Nicholson/ Vynne Webber | ZU-SAA/ Brandon Baker/ Gavin Barry 

 

But that was not all... the Potjie Competition had a clear winner too 
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Hamish Hamilton (left) entered a lamb potjie, Louise Lithgow (with the Chef’s hat), a brisket, and Gavin 

Barry (right) - and sons, a Chicken Potjie.  

Committee Members Lucio Santoro, Johan Riekert, and Adam Winter sampled the potjies:  

There was a clear winner… 

Hamish’s Lamb was done to perfection.  Louise’s 

brisket needed more time, which was not helped 

with her forgetting the brisket at home and losing 

precious time in travel to retrieve it. Barry, when 

flying, wasn’t around to guide his young sons, and 

although tasty, the chicken got slightly burnt. 

   Hamish dishing up his Lamb Potjie 

oOo 
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Trips to El Mirador – June 

 

ZS-CPU & ZS-KEL 

BRIAN HAWKESWORTH 

TELANI & HES 

JOHAN & CHANTEL 

Great airstrip, great food, great company 

± 40 mins from PMB 

it can’t get better than this! 
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School Open Day - July 

This year has been challenging with regard to running school open days.  Our Kearsney Career Day was 

cancelled, but we did have a Maritzburg College Career Day, and there was a lot of interest.  The result 

was a very successful School Open Day held on 3 July, with eight boys coming for a Trial Lesson at the 

Club!  The day was enjoyed by Instructors and Students alike. First, everyone was briefed, then split into 

two groups and taken through the pre-flight before the flight experience began.  

 

We offered a SPECIAL, R550 for a Trial Lesson, a hotdog (Steve’s Famous ones), and a cooldrink.  The 

normal price for a Trial Lesson is R1070 in the Sling 2 and R1313 in the C172. 
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By August, one of the boys signed up and has 

started training with us. 

The chances are good, that down the line, we will 

have some more young Eagles joining our Clan. 
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Riots and Flying 

12-07-2021  

Pietermaritzburg came to a standstill on 12 July for a week. The 

excuse was Zuma’s arrest. Aerial police pics showed people in 

their thousands descending on what appears to be specifically 

targeted shops. South Coast and certain areas in Durban were hit 

very badly.  In Pietermaritzburg, Brookside and Edendale Mall 

was looted and burnt, as was Macro and the China Store and the 

SA Brewery, (though the Brewery was not burnt – wonder why). 

The brand new Petrol Station Quick Stop on the freshly tarred 

Moses Mhabida Road, was looted. The Pick ‘n Pay at Polly Shorts was burnt, and more than one Club 

Member’s business was looted and destroyed.   The threat was going to extend to local stores and petrol 

stations, but the Community said NO!  And we discovered that the crime that has forced us to have 

private security companies and community policing groups, has created a private and powerful informal 

police group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MACRO during the looting 

MACRO after the looting 
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Our men stood together like hero’s, snipers on the roofs of our local grocery stores, men taking shifts at 

the access points to our suburbs, trees cut down to slow traffic on our roads.  Black, White, Indian, stood 

together, side by side, protecting our petrol stations and food outlets, day and night, for about two 

weeks, with guns, hockey sticks, knives, whatever was available.  Even the Taxi Association was  

involved in protecting stores and petrol 

stations, standing by the Communities, 

especially in Durban and Botha’s Hill!   

Mini markets sprung up in the communities, 

selling bread and milk, fruit and veg.  Formula 

and nappies was one of the biggest challenges. 

Women brought food to the men standing 

guard. 

Within four days, food parcels where being 

flown in, and we had so many flights in and out of Pietermaritzburg Airport, the place was buzzing.  

Private flights were ferrying groceries, even our Club Aircraft was used for this purpose.  It was a time 

when we all got to understand how strong and integrated our Community really is, and that when the 

chips are down, South African Communities stand together against violence and unrest.  

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are South Africans. Our spirit is strong. 
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Interestingly enough, directly after this our Politicians made a move to change the gun laws, make it 

harder to be a legal gun owner.  Is this in the best interest of the tax paying communities?  This may be 

hearsay, but apparently eight people died of exposure at Camps Drift, passed out from alcohol 

consumption.  Aparently another four were crushed by goods when looting the higher shelves in Macro. 

 

Wisely, our President did not declare 

a State of Emergency, which would 

have more likely than not, seen us at 

the mercy of violent criminals.   

Sanity returned quickly, but we will 

not forget. 

oOo  
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Goodbye Craig Lang - July 

On 28 July there was devastating news of 

an accident.  Craig Lang, owner of Flying 

Frontiers, was out flying with his son, low 

level, somewhere near Craigieburn Dam 

when he hit a powerline and was pulled 

into the ground.  Miraculously he climbed 

out of the burning aircraft, and his son, 

Cullen, was able to land about one and a 

half km away and catch a tractor ride to 

the scene of the accident. Craig was 

burned from head to toe, but was 

walking up the hill to meet Cullen.  Cullen 

tried to airlift him to hospital, but as I 

understand, (I may be wrong), his prop 

delaminated hitting some young trees on 

take-off, and he was forced to land.  They 

waited together for Craig to be airlifted 

to hospital.  I understand it was 

approximately three hours from the 

accident to reaching the hospital.  Craig 

succumbed to his injuries the next 

evening. 

Craig’s funeral was a Wake, as he would 

have wanted it, held at Eva’s Field on 7 

August. He was 49.    
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We cannot imagine the pain his family has been 

going through, all we can say is he went out with his 

boots on, doing what he loved doing.  

He will be remembered.  He is missed. 

  

Cullen 

speaking 

at his dad’s 

memorial 
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Fetching the Zodiac – August  

“I bought an aircraft” Bryan told me with reserved excitement, the twinkle in his eye unmistakable.  “Will 

you help me fly it back from Jo’burg?”  

“Of course!”  I said.  Where is it? 

 

It is always nice to have a change of scenery, and Bryan, still an SPL, could not fly it back without an 

Instructor on board.  It was only after I accepted that he said the aircraft looks like a Sling that has been in 

the tumble trier… yep, it is quite small!  

We drove up in his Bantam Bakkie on Saturday 28th.  Snow was predicted, but we cleared van Reenen’s 

Pass when the sun was still shining.  The snow came… in droves ...  Our destination, Himeville, was 

covered that afternoon, the airfield became hidden in a white blanket, but, as expected, the next morning 

the sun melted it all away, so that our trip back was in perfect visibility. 

The Conversion in the Zodiac was 

interesting. Kliprivier Airfield is 

situated on the North western tip 

of the Suikerbosrand Nature 

Reserve at S" 26 28.883 E 028 

06.316. It boasts three grass 

runways: 

02-20 now 1000 Metres and in 

good condition. 07-25 500 Metres 

also in good condition. However, 

beware of power lines on 
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approach to 07. 13-31 is quite short. Altitude is 5000 feet, traffic to join overhead at 6000 feet whilst the 

circuit height is 5500 feet. Frequency is Special Rules South frequency 125.6.  

It was 3°C, and the wind was a pumping crosswind, favouring the short 500m runway 07. The Zodiac does 

not have flaps, so my first attempted landing was, well, let’s say it was interesting.  After a demo landing, I 

got the hang of it.   

We signed the documentation and 

went heading off to Ladysmith with 

50 litres in the tank, which sits front 

centre behind the engine. At first, it 

felt like we were hardly moving.   

We got to Ladysmith in exactly 2 

hours, and Larry vd Merwe of 

Rainbow Flight School graciously filled 

up our tanks.  He filled up the 

Zodiac’s tank too.  

An hour later we were in Himeville.   

  Three aircraft were parked on the 

bottom left of runway 22, which runs uphill.  I decided to land deep, past them and what looked like a 

molehill in the first fifth of the runway. Zena the Zodiac was safely tucked away for the night, and Bryan 

drove me the two hours back to Pietermaritzburg.  It was a fun day of flying. 

 

oOo 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

oOo 

Telani & Bryan, Ladysmith, 29 Aug ‘21 

07 June 2021 
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Club Comms   

New Club Members  

A warm welcome to our new Members, (May) – Dean Hunter; Sadina Saul; Tyron 

Stroberg and Graham Watters.  (June) - Thabani Ngubani; Scott David Sinclaire. 

(July) Robert Ross; James Martin Bonner, Horst Bremmer and Erin Muirhead. 

 

Our Aircraft News 

ZS-KNI – C172 …  

KNI was in MPI for 40 days, from 17 May to 26 June since a rather scary little surprise was unearthed, 

thanks to the vigilant inspection by Mike van der Pol of Oribi Flying Services.   KNI was cracked through on 

her horizontal stabilizer, right where the nuts go through to attach her to the fuselage. The part is three 

layers thick, and all three layers had cracks. A replacement part was ordered, and fitted, and she is good 

to go.   

Just note, from time to time her nose wheel shimmy, although addressed multiple times, resurfaces, so 

land on the mains, hold back the control column, and be light on the brakes.  If you are flying alone or 

with only one pax up front, make sure you have the ballast in the back, or she will not rotate well and you 

will land flat with the stick right back, and only between one, and three inches clearance on your 

nosewheel. In June she had her 50-hour oil change.  Some minor fixer uppers have been seen to too, the 

pilot seatbelt shoulder holder, the landing light was replaced, but the cubby still drops open on take-off.   

Beware of stuff sliding out. 

 



34 
 

SLING UPDATE  

ZU-SAA …PPL Sling 2… 

SAA has had a loose connection on one of the 

fuel pumps corrected.   

 He had his 50hr oil change on 6 May, 

and was released for flight the same 

day.   

 He had an MPI on 29 May and was 

released for flight on 4 June.   

 On 11 June he had a solid Lane Light, it 

was attended to the same day.   

 On 21 June he had a 50 hour oil change, and was released for flight the same day. 

 On 19 July he had an MPI and was released for flight on 21 July. 

 On 18 August he had a 50 hour oil change. 

 

ZU-WES – Light Sport…Sling 2… 

Our boy’s radiator hose 

sprung a leak and had to be 

replaced.  When cold, he 

had an unusually huge 

vibration.  OFS took our 

please seriously when one 

day we could not start him.  

His last flight was on 6 

June.  A few weeks later he 

was collected by TAF (The 

Airplane Factory), where he 

was born.   

He is undergoing major 

surgery, and we are hoping to have him back as good as new.  When that will be, we are not quite sure. 

oOo 
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Fleet Hours & Hire Rates  

Fleet hours 2021 are:  

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul 
KNI 24.2 35.1 23.0 25.6 17.6 8.9 54.2 

WES n/a n/a n/a 21.3 51.2 2.5 n/a 

SAA 7.2 46.1 47.0 38.1 55.1 71.1 43.7 

 31.4 81.2 75.2 85.0 123.9 82.5 97.9 

 

 

AIRCRAFT HIRE RATES effective 1 Apr 2021: 

All prices are VAT inclusive. 

C172    R2200 

SLING 2   R1610                  

 INSTRUCTOR FEE per hour  R402.50 (flying and 

briefing) 

Trial Lesson prices: 

Sling 2       R1070   |     C172      R1313 

 

Fuel Price 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pub Snacks  

Snacks available in the Pub are Chips and Chocolates. Toasted sarmies and mince on toast.  Order Mon – 

Fri 8:30 at to 15:30 pm from Fikile. 

Watch this space, a new, improved service is coming soon thanks to Kings Kitchens! 

incl 
VAT 

Jun 
2020  
Rate 

Jul  
2020 
Rate 

Aug 
2020 
Rate 

Sep 
2020 
Rate 

Oct 
2020 
Rate 

Nov 
2020 
Rate 

Dec 
2020 
Rate 

AVGAS 17.30 18.30 18.30 18.00 18.00 18.30 18.30 
JET A1 14.30 14.30 16.30 14.20 14.20 12.00 12.00 

incl 
VAT 

Jan 
2021 
Rate 

Feb 
2021 
Rate 

Mar 
2021 
Rate 

Apr 
2021 
Rate 

May 
2021 
Rate 

Jun 
2021 
Rate 

Jul 
2021 
Rate 

Aug 
2021 
Rate 

AVGAS 17.40 19.20 22.00 21.70 21.50 21.20 22.00 22.70 
JET A1 12.30 12.70 13.80 14.10 13.90 14.10 14.60 14.60 

Fuel Prices per litre 
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Steve Svendsen 
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Johan Riekert 
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Instructor’s Corner – The difference between a Skills Test & Competency 

Check, & how Recency fits in. 

There are three terms used around keeping your PPL 

valid. These are: 

1. Skills Test 

2. Competency Check and 

3. Recency 

In a nutshell, here is the difference: 

 

The SKILLS TEST is what you do when you are testing 

for your initial PPL. You also do a SKILLS TEST if you 

have allowed your PPL to lapse for 5 years or more. 

The SKILLS TEST includes all the basic manoeuvres of 

a COMPETENCY CHECK, but adds a few extra 

elements, such as the spiral dive recovery, cross wind 

take-off, power off recovery from a stall, extra in-

flight emergencies and a couple of circuits, to 

demonstrate various landing configurations and 

approaches, and a long navigation, minimum 150nm 

with a few other stipulations. 

 

The COMPETENCY CHECK is the "test" you fly with an Instructor within 90 days from the 12 month 

anniversary of your SKILLS TEST (based on the expiry date in your license, not the test date), and then 

again in 24 months and again in 24 months till you no longer pass your medical or decide to stop flying. 

This COMPETENCY CHECK can be done within 90 days of your license expiry date without losing time on 

your license. The COMPETENCY CHECK done 91 days in advance, will, however bring your license renewal 

date forward. 

 

You will notice your license will "expire" every year. This is because the SACAA are reminding you to pay 

your license fee to them. They want this annually. For them to earn this money, they want to do a 

summary of your logbook of the previous year, and to send them an Annual Submission Form, and yes, 
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you can do this up to 90 days in advance too. They want you to email this to 

aircrewapplications@caa.co.za. 

 

RECENCY is you having done a minimum of three circuits and landings within the previous 90 days. This 

means you may take passengers. 

 

For your renewals you are expected to have flown 3 hours PIC within the previous 6 months, and be 

RECENT.  If you let your license lapse by even ONE day, you first have to do “training” at an approved ATO 

(a Flight School), then be recommended for your Competency Check, then you can “test”.  CAA has 

become very strict on this point.  Just renew in time, and you will have no unnecessary hassels. 

You do not need to renew your PPL through a flight school, you can do it with any Grade 2  or  Grade 1 

Instructor,  or with a DFE.  Only initial skills tests, and training,  HAVE to go through a Flight School.  

oOo 

Member’s Submission 

MY RECOLLECTION OF EVENTS 

By Arthur Douglas Piercy 

 

Honouring another true South African hero – this is SAAF pilot Arthur Douglas Piercy’s crashed Mirage.  

Here is his story: 

 

"This is my recollection of events leading up to the accident. 

 

“It was approximately 1500B (local) on 27 September 1987 when all hell broke loose.  There had been 

numerous call-outs previously which proved to be nothing at all, so when the hot line started ringing 

there was very little reaction.  However, this time the call wasn’t to go on cockpit standby like before, but 

rather to scramble immediately. 

 

"The letter home I was writing went flying as I scrambled to get into the cockpit.  In a matter of minutes 

we were screaming down the runway.  I was lucky I was number two in the formation as it was about 
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45°C outside and the take-off was hair-raising.  How numbers three, four, five and six got airborne I don’t 

know. 

 

"After take-off we remained low level and set heading for the combat zone.  It was our intention to 

remain low level for as long as possible to avoid being detected by the Angolan radar. 

 

"The order came to pitch about 10 minutes after take-off and up we soared like homesick angels.  We 

leveled of at about 30 000′ and the mission controller sounded like a horse racing commentator with all 

the instructions he was giving us to intercept the targets. Next came the order to jettison the drop tanks.  

This command is a little strange for me, because one never throws the tanks away in training, so only 

when I saw a 1 200 liter tank falling away from the lead aircraft did I know this was no training sortie. It 

was serious.  The adrenaline was flowing. 

 

"The next thing I saw was a Mig 23 flying through the formation about 300′ below us.  My first reaction 

was WOW what a great looking aircraft.  This was the first time I had seen one in the flesh, so to speak.  

When he started turning only then did I see the second Mig.  I called the engagement and started turning. 

 I was doing Mach 1,3 (about 1 600 km per hour) and he was going like hell so the turn was so wide I 

almost lost sight of him. 

 

"This i where I get a little frustrated.  For 10 years I have trained for this day and the majority of the fight I 

cannot recall.  WHY? Anyway, the next thing I remember is this Mig coming head on at me from about my 

one, two o’clock position.  Still turning towards him, I remember flicking the trigger safety over to the 

cannon position.  If he was going to fly through my sights I was going to squeeze off a few rounds. 

Unfortunately for me he got off the first shot. "There was a bright orange flash from his left wing and then 

this incredibly fast telephone pole came hurtling towards me, trailing a solid white smoke trail.  What's 

more, is that it was corkscrewing, so I was never sure where it was going. 

 

"In all our training we were taught to break towards the missile.  This could or should create a tracking 

problem for the missile and cause it to possibly overshoot.  But faced with reality, I found it took a lot of 

willpower to fly towards something I knew was trying to kill me.  However, I kept breaking towards it and I 

watched it corkscrew over my right wing and disappear behind me.  I thought it had missed, until I I heard 

a dull thud and felt a light bump on the aircraft.  I immediately scanned all the gauges but there was no 
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indication of any damage.  When I looked up again the Mig flew over the canopy and disappeared behind 

me as well. 

 

"I immediately informed the leader that I thought I might have been hit and his reaction was: “OK, let’s go 

home.”  I did not need a second invitation and I rolled the aircraft onto its back and headed for the 

ground. 

 

"With hindsight, it appeared that the whole fight lasted no more than 60 seconds from the time we 

pitched until I got the ‘go home’ command. 

 

"This is perhaps where I got a fright for the first time.  I had not retarded the throttle and I was rushing at 

the ground in a vertical dive.  When I pulled the stick into my stomach to recover from the dive, all that 

initially happened was the aircraft changed attitude but not direction.  The momentum was so great that 

the aircraft carried on descending.  Just when I thought that is the end of me, the aircraft bottomed out 

just above the trees. 

 

"With all this rolling and diving I was separated from my leader and had no idea where he could be.  Just 

then I started getting a radar warning audio in my helmet from my 6 o’clock (from behind).  Some radar 

was looking at me.  Was it the anti aircraft batteries or was it the Mig?  I radioed to the boss that I 

thought someone was behind me.  His reaction was to tell me get as low as I can, as fast as I can and not 

to turn to look behind me. 

 

"My first reaction was: I was so low I was raising a dust cloud, like those crazy American Road Runner 

cartoons.  The leader said he couldn't see any dust trails, so I eased the aircraft lower.  The radio alt read 

50′ and the speed approximate 730-740 knots. 

 

"At this stage I was beginning to think that I’d over-reacted and that I might not have been hit.  Had I got 

out of the fight too early?  The aircraft was performing as if there was nothing wrong with it.  No 

vibrations and no handling difficulties.  Oh well, tomorrow I’ll be back, I thought. 
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"It was now about five minutes later and half-way home when the first warning light flashed on.  EP pump 

failure.  Instinct must have taken over because I thought my first reaction was to call the boss and tell him 

I have a failure.  He pulled out his emergency check list, and started reading the failure procedures for me. 

 All the necessary switches had be set.  I don’t remember doing them. 

 

"While he was reading the EP pump failure I got the second failure, a right hand fuel pump failure.  This is 

not too serious under normal operating conditions as the engine can gravity feed.  While the boss was 

reading the fuel pump failure procedure and I was confirming that they were done, the following light on 

the warning panel appeared: a HYD 2 system failure. 

 

"This caused a little concern initially as the aircraft’s main systems use hydraulic fluid.  Undercarriage, 

flaps, controls, airbrakes and of course wheel brakes.  After a quick and careful analysis of the situation I 

relaxed a little.  The HYD 2 system is basically a standby system for the main HYD 1 system.  All I had really 

lost with the HYD 2 failure was the nose-wheel steering.  It could have been worse. 

 

"By now we were far enough away from the combat zone and the dangers associated with it, so I started 

to climb to try and conserve fuel. 

 

"The next thing that happened is that I was getting an audio warning but no visual warning when I looked 

at the panel.  The hours of simulator training came into action – a pending OIL failure.  This concerned me 

a little more than the rest of them.  There are two critical components that use oil.  The throttle and the 

nozzle flaps on the engine. 

 

"Flying the aircraft on the emergency throttle (electrically operated) is not easy.  The throttle is very slow 

and unresponsive. 

 

"At this time the leader pulled in next to me to inspect for any damage.  He reported fuel leaking out the 

aircraft and the drag chute was missing.  As he said, the 500 liter warning light had came on.  The fuel 

gauges still read 1 700 liters so now which one is right?  A little more pressure was applied to little old me. 
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"Landing a perfectly serviceable aircraft on a 7 500′ runway requires some work.  I was going to have to 

do it on emergency throttle and without a drag chute – a task I felt I could handle. 

 

"I planned to land the aircraft short on a new stretch of runway that was being constructed.  This would 

give me an additional 500′ to play with on the landing roll.  I got her down at the threshold but when I 

applied the brakes the only thing that happened was the expression on my face changed.  I pulled the 

nose higher so that there would be some form of aerodynamic braking but this didn't help.  About a 1 

500′ from the end of the runway I applied the emergency hand brake with little effect.  The arrester bed 

or sand pit at the end of the runway was my next hope of stopping this machine. 

 

"The aircraft went through the arrester bed like a hot knife through butter.  No braking effect whatsoever. 

 The next ‘obstacle’ was the security fence. 

 

"Where does one's sense of humour come from in at a time like this?  I was about to go AWOL (absent 

without leave) with a multimillion rand aircraft.  The board of enquiry are probably going to ask me who 

authorised this illegal departure from the security area?  At the same time, I was scared I was going to 

drown in the river just beyond the fence.  My seat has a land survival pack in it and not an inflatable 

dingy! 

 

"When I went through the fence I remember putting my hands in front of my face.  It was at this precise 

moment that there was a loud bang.  I remember smelling cordite or gunpowder and then everything 

went black.  I felt the rush of wind over my face and the feeling of silk on my cheek.  With hindsight, I 

realised that when the ejection seat went off, my helmet must have come off as well and the silk I felt on 

the cheek was the ejection seat’s stabilising parachute and not my personal parachute. 

 

"When I regained my senses I was lying in the sand on my right hand side.  The first thing I attempted to 

do was to roll onto my back and when I pushed on the sand with my left arm there was this incredible 

piercing pain in my arm.  The left arm was broken just above the elbow.  I then looked down at my legs to 

see why they had not moved and I could not feel them at all.  I realised that the ejection seat was still 

strapped to my back and thought that this might have something to do with the lack of movement in my 

legs.  I had no idea that the neck was dislocated. 
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"I then started looking around and the first thing I saw was that I was lying directly in front of my aircraft.  

Here was an F1 Mirage pointing straight at me.  The problem wasn’t that the aircraft was pointing at me 

but rather that there was a fire just behind the left air intake.  I know there is a fuel tank there, but even 

worse, was the fact that the ammo bins (with over a hundred rounds of 30mm ammunition) was just 

under the fire.  If those rounds started going off I was in the line of fire. 

 

"When the fire brigade arrived on the scene they naturally came to my aid first.  My immediate advice to 

them was that no one touches me until a doctor pitches up and that they immediately tend to the fire on 

the aircraft.  There is no way that I want to be shot at by my own aircraft. 

 

"When the doctors arrived with the ambulance, my first concern was they treat my arm for pain, then 

they can worry about the rest.  Even after two morphine injections there was still not relief from the pain. 

 I was later told that the adrenaline in the body was so high that the morphine had no effect. 

 

"Just before they pushed me into the back of the ambulance I passed out, only to wake up in 1 Military 

Hospital in Pretoria 10 days later. 

 

"It was another seven months before I left the hospital with a C6/C7 fracture of the neck and was 

permanently confined to using a wheelchair”. 

oOo 

 

The day I learned, to my everlasting shame, that Runway length behind you, is one of the most useless 

commodities available to a pilot. 

      The year 1974 found me in SAP camouflage uniform at the controls of the “mighty” Cessna 185A with 

its unforgiving spring steel undercarriage. For those that were not around in those days, I must explain. 

We, the military, especially the SAAF, were not supposed to take part in the War in Rhodesia nor in 

Angola and thus our quick thinking, wink-wink, politicians of the day saw it fit to wave their magic wands, 

changing us SAAF pilots, into policemen for a few weeks at a time. That now explains the SAP camouflage 

uniform but now back to the story. Also, please bear in mind that the machine I was flying, was powered 

by a mighty, ultra-modern 260 HP Continental 10-470-F motor, modern that was when comparing it to my 

previous experience of flying the wonderful but obviously aging old Harvard. 
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      Now at that heady time I was a “highly experienced” pilot with two Rundu bush tours under the belt 

and more than 700 hundred hours of total flying time accumulated as a pilot. I was now on my very first 

Rumpus tour into Rhodesia. Normally there were four of us Cessna drivers stationed in Rhodesia, one at 

Gwelo, one at Wankie, one at Kariba and one at Salisbury and every two weeks we would rotate stations. 

Aah, what wonderful times we had on those “Flame Lilly” tours. Now it was my time to be stationed at 

Salisbury, the city with, per capita, the most beautiful girls in the world. Salisbury was also on the record 

books as having the longest civil runway in the world at the time, Runway 05/23 had more than 15500 

feet of prime tarred runway and I was flying a diminutive little Cessna. 

      Those days the RRAF, the Royal Rhodesian Air Force or Riff Raff as we secretly called them, they called 

us “Slopies”, but that is a story for another day, was still flying piston Provosts and Trojans but they also 

had those wonderful sleek jets, the Hawker Hunters and a few Canberra’s. What beauties those were. 

Well, the jetties of the Riff Raff regularly flew at high speed down the length of runway 05 giving the Air 

Force Base, which was situated to the right of the runway, more than three quarters of the way to the 

north-east away from the threshold of 05, a bit of a show. 

      Well now, I also had crew at that Base and so it was that on a particular day, when returning from a 

long recognizance flight, I got clearance to land on runway 05, I repeat clearance to land, not to fly past 

but with all the ingenuity of a young SAAF (now SAP) pilot, I approached the field at full throttle. I 

probably crossed 05 threshold at about 200 feet and maintained a slight rate of descend so that I would 

be at full diving speed, 150 mph, and about 5 feet off the deck when passing abeam the military base. 

There was at least another 4500 feet of runway left at that point, more than enough for the humble little 

Cessna I thought. Big mistake!!! My foul deed of trying to impress somebody was done and now closing 

the throttle I found to my shock that I only reduced the noise level somewhat. Of course I was flying in 

ground effect but in those days I remembered very little about the Principles of Flight (POF) lessons from 

Dunnos. That day I learnt, at first hand, that ground effect reduces drag and even increases lift slightly. 

Yes, the speed was bleeding off but far too slowly and only on passing the eastern perimeter fence of the 

base was the speed down to a very high flap extension speed. Still there was quite a bit of runway left at 

that point though. That was when I selected full flap but my trusty little steed only responded initially by 

instantly gaining about twenty feet in height.  

      Now that long runway started to look quite a bit shorter but with the foolhardy determination of a 

young pilot, I forced the nose of the Cessna downwards. It was then that those two marvelous spring steel 

blades, with the wheels attached to them, came forcibly into play. They first flattened and spread out 

somewhat before doing what spring steel was designed to do, rebound again but now with considerable 

force. Once again I found myself at almost forty feet above the surface of the runway. For a mad second 

or two, I contemplated trying to land from there but fortunately good sense at last kicked in and got the 
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better of my valor. I pushed open that throttle, volume control some would call it, and called “Cessna 754 

going around, will call downwind next”. 

      Of course the story of me having to go around on the longest runway in the world, spread through the 

SAAF like wildfire. Before becoming a pilot, I used to be a navigator on 28 Squadron and as “luck” would 

have it, there was a SAAF C-130 parked on the flight line of New Serum (Salisbury Air Force Base). That 

was when a saying promptly was coined “What do you get when you cross a navigator with a pilot. You 

get a KAK landing at the wrong airport”. Well, to correct it slightly, at least I was at the right airport!!!  

Cheers guys" - Jors Troelie 
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Aero Club Shop 

 

Branded Clothes: 

Softshell Jackets -rain resistant (Men) R 750 In stock      

Softshell Jackets -rain resistant (Women) R 750 In stock      

Pmb Aero Club Golf Shirts (Men) R 360 In stock      

Pmb Aero Club Golf Shirts (Women) R 360 In stock      

Pmb Aero Club Peak Caps R 100 In stock      

Pmb Aero Club ties R   35 In stock      

Pmb Aero Club Jersey  R 260 Stock arriving soon     

PAC Pilot Shirts (white) R 250 In stock      

 

Pilot Logbook (large) R 315 In stock 

Fuel Tester R 215 In stock 

Pmb Aero Club Wings  R 300 In stock 

Epaulettes  R  50 In stock 

Headsets R2,736 Out of stock 

Headset bag  R   364 Out of stock 

Durban Maps – laminated one side for easy folding: R    75 In stock 

Soft, comfortable  100% Cotton Polo shirts, peak caps, softshell jackets, pilot shirts, epaulettes,          

                                                                    Club ties, and more! 
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1:500 000 & 1:1 000 000  

Books: 

PPL – by Jim Davis  R 130 In stock 

The Air Pilot’s Manual – by R 700 In stock 

Avex Study Notes for PPL: 

Principles of Flight R 230 In stock 

Navigation  R 235 In stock 

Meteorology  R 270 In stock 

Human Performance  R 225 In stock 

Flight Performance  R 230 In stock 

Aircraft General   R 280 In stock 

Airlaw   R 170 In stock      

 

Radio Handbook – Dietlend Lemp R 230 In stock 

Aero Club PPL Bag R 340 Stock arriving soon     

Nav Tools: 

Square Protractor  R 215 In stock 

Ruler R 200 In stock 

E6B Whizz Wheel R 310 In stock 

CX2 Pathfinder  R1,400 In stock 

Aircraft Checklist R   35 In stock 

Kneeboard  R 380 In stock 

First Lesson Brief R   35 In stock 

Bumper Stickers  R   10 In stock 

 

 

 



50 
 

Please send your comments, or stories, or ads or questions.  Your contributions to the Telstar Newsletter 
are welcomed!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next time, happy flying! 

                        Telani Lithgow 

          Editor of the Telstar 

       Chief Flight Instructor 

        Author of the “Lana Aire Flight Training Made Simple” Series available on Amazon  

                     Webmaster of www.flight-training-made-simple.com & www.pmbaeroclub.co.za  

WhatsApp:  082 490 1654             Email: telani@pmbaeroclub.co.za 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


